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THE CORDIES CHRONICLE 
The Ties that Bind 
Vol 3 No. 1          March 2010 
 
Dear Cords, 
 
As at going to print there are 
 77 days to The WORLD CUP!    644 Days to the start of the CORDWALLES’ CENTENARY YEAR  
 
2010 is well underway – in fact the gates are about to close on the first quarter of the year – can you believe it!     
Rugby has started, even in 30c temps and Easter eggs are in the shops!!! 
 
With the closing of 2009, the Grade 7’s (Standard V)  celebrated at their Leavers’ Dinner and the year closed 
with Old Boy, Gary Ralfe (’57) as our Guest Speaker at Speech Day.     Those same Grade 7’s are now starting 
their High School careers and have dispersed as follows: 
 
Michaelhouse: 9 Boys  Hilton College: 16 Boys Maritzburg College: 13 Boys 
Kearsney College: 5 Boys: St. Charles College:  4 Boys 
 
We are rightly proud of all the boys of the Class of 2009.  Congratulatons go to our Scholarship winners. 
Tristan Blewett    Sport at Hilton College 
Michael Dedekind   Headmaster’s Award at Hilton College 
James Laidlaw    Closed at Michaelhouse 
Robert Lee     Open Exhibition at Michaelhouse 
Ross Lewis    All Rounder at Hilton College 
Timothy Lewis    Music at Kearsney College 
Matthew Lovatt     All rounder at Hilton College 
Juan-Carlos Navarro Avila   Academic at Maritzburg College 
Brett Smith    Closed at Maritzburg College 
Ross Talmage    Sport at Hilton College 
Niall Wheeler    Sport at Hilton College     
 
 
 



 
 
I hope the boys will enjoy being part of the Old Boys’ Club and will look forward to receiving the Cordies 
Chronicle at their various schools.   Boys, keep in touch with the Old Boys’ office with updates on your 
achievements academically, culturally and on the sports fields. 
 
Class of 2004 Matric Success 
 
You will recall that last September we welcomed back the Class of 2004 for their Matric Reunion.    I am 
delighted to report that out of a class of 36 boys a total of 71 Distinctions was achieved in the 2009 Matric 
examinations and congratulations must go to each and every one. 
 
Particular mention must be made of the following who achieved four or more distinctions: 
7 Distinctions: Ian Scott and Laurence Aadnesgaard 
6 Distinctions: Jonathan Stein and Geoffrey Woollatt 
5 Distinctions: Andrew Craib, Kyle Forder; Stephen Hartzenberg, Jason Everard & Oliver Jones 
4 Distinctions: Chad Stephenson, Mivan Howard and Matthew Shaw 
 
The Class of 2004 have now moved on to the next phase – University or Gap Year.    Stay in touch lads and we 
look forward to hearing from you. 

 
Class of 2005 – We look forward to welcoming this Class group back towards the end of the year at their Matric 
Reunion Dinner and to hearing of their successes throughout the year as they approach the final run in their High 
School careers.    It will be a time when we will also welcome back those members of Staff who left last year but 
who were very involved in the time these boys spent at Cordwalles. 
 
 OLD BOYS’ DAY 2010  
 
The Second Annual Old Boys’ Day took place on Saturday 6th February and ���� ����	� 
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Unfortunately I will be in Cape Town over that weekend. Wishing you all the very best for a successful day.     
Regards  Peter ‘Pumpy’ Lambert   Class of 84  
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There is a real vibe being created with the Old Boys’ Club – don’t miss out on Old Boys’ Day next 
year - Diarise February 2011 now (date to be confirmed but either 5th or 12th February 2011) 
 
 
 
Roll of Honour  
 
We were very sad to learn that Diana Besant, daughter of Cordwalles’ first Headmaster, Jack Besant and his wife 
Doris, and therefore a direct connection to the start of Cordwalles, died in the UK on 20th February aged 90.     
Diana Besant was born at Cordwalles in June 1919 and grew up here at school.   She features in the early school 
photos of the 1920’s sitting at the feet or on the lap of her parents and there are boys I have spoken to who 
remember Diana being around the grounds.    Contact is being made with her son, Simon Cooper in the UK and I 
hope to be able to add to this small piece in the next issue.    

    
 
 
 
From the Cordwalles photo album 1912-1937.     We are currently in the process of having all the archive 
photographs digitally restored and they will soon be on the website.   
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Old Boy’s News:   Graham Mitchell  – Class of 2009 has been appointed as Head Boy of the Maritzburg 
Children’s Choir – our congratulations to Graham – this is a wonderful achievement. 
 
 
The 3rd UK Reunion – 25th June 2010, Northcote Lodge, Wandsworth, London – please diarise and RSVP to 
Charlotte Usher at oldboys@cordwalles.co.za.   The invitation is attached and I do hope that those who are 
able to join us will come along for an evening of good company, reminiscing and a delicious dinner.   It has 
proved very popular, so much so that some are coming for the third year on the trot.   If anyone is planning on 
being in the UK on the 25th and would like to join us, please do – the more the merrier so do spread the word.    
Final details of costs to follow shortly. 
 
 
2010 Subscriptions :    A subscription form was sent out with the last newsletter of 2009 and subs for 2010 are 
now due – membership covers the cost of running the OB office, the termly newsletter and a copy of the Annual 
School Magazine in which the Old Boys’ Section is growing year on year.   If you have not already subscribed, a 
form is attached for ease and please confirm payment by fax or e-mail (0027 33 394 3888 or e-mail: 
oldboys@cordwalles.co.za).    For Old Boys in the UK please see separate form attached and if subscribing by 
cheque, please post direct to the UK HSBC address shown on the form and write the account number on the 
reverse of the cheque.  NB Please ensure you use your name as reference so this reflects on the statement.     
 
*To those who have already paid for this year, or who have elected to take up one of the 5 or more year options, 
thank you for your support and the school magazine will be sent to you in due course. 
 
 
Contact details for Old Boys: 
 
Please can I urge you all to let me have the contact details for any Old Boys you know, wherever they are in the 
world!    This will greatly enhance the speed with which the database is completed and will enable the office to 
reach as many OB’s as possible when it comes to events, in particular the Centenary.   Contact Charlotte Usher: 
e-mail: oldboys@cordwalles.co.za or Tel: 0027 33 342 3077 
 
Memorabilia:    If you have any school photos lurking in your cupboards, loft or in albums that you can scan 
and send to me I would be very grateful.   If you can let me have the dates and names of those boys  in the 
photos that will be a great help.     I am hoping to build up a ‘museum’ here at school and would love to receive 
letters, report cards, etc, in fact anything of interest as regards Cordwalles.     This will also help Liebie van 
Heerden (Class of ’48) who is compiling “A History of Cordwalles” for publication in 2010.    So get searching 
and I look forward to hearing from you – Don’t delay, Act today! 
 
 
 
CELEBRITY CORDS:   For those in the music know,  Tom Chaplin,  lead singer  & front Man of UK band 
Keane was a Boarder Master at Cordwalles from 1997-1998.    According to Wikipedia,  “In July 1997 Chaplin 
went to South Africa for his gap year, during which time the rest of the band members were preparing 
themselves for a gig.    When Hughes went to collect Chaplin a year later, on 3 July 1998, his first words were, 
“We’ve got a gig in ten days”    Chaplin took part in Band Aid 20’s re-recording of “Do they know it’s 
Christmas?” in November 2004 doing a solo on the line “feed the world”, something that had not been done in 
any of the previous versions. 
 
How many Cords remember Tom and what stories can you tell – someone thought he had a band here at school 
– were you part of that Band?  Has anyone been to a Keane concert?  Any information would be great.   Our 
very own Pop Idol! 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
I hope everyone has had a wonderful Easter break – term starts again next week and the boys will return 
refreshed to face a term without a mid-term break due to the World Cup.     
 
I look forward to receiving subscriptions and memorabilia from Old Boys as well as contact details for other 
OB’s and for those in the UK, I look forward to welcoming you all to the reunion . 
With best wishes, 
 
Charlotte Usher 
Cordwalles Old Boys 
e-mail: oldboys@cordwalles.co.za 
www.cordwalles.co.za 
Tel: 0027 33 342 3077 
Fax: 0027 33 394 3888 
 


